SOME   ACTUAL   PRODUCTIONS                  III
01 ate flourish sounds, and immediately after the full Court-
set is disclosed carpeted steps and platform G, two tru ones
on a dais L, Hamlet's chair R The King and Queen aie C
descending the steps, everyone, including Hamlet, \vho
stands by his chair, bowing Hamlet wears a rich dress of
black and white In this production the King spoke his lines
about drinking and cannons do\\ n C, and went off \\ ith
most of the others L but I think now this should have been
spoken up-stage on the steps with a corresponding evit
The lines are so veiy important At the general exit Hamlet
bows again it is essential throughout the play to show that
the King is King if he is taller than Hamlet and generally
made to seem more dominating in appearance, the play is
-assisted Every Shakespearian king has to be understood on
two levels (i) as a man and (n) as a king Generally the
interweaving and contrasted implications of these two views
are vital to the plot, as here
Hamlet helps to solidify the thrones by indicating them
during his soliloquy at appiopnate phrases, visualizing the
King and Queen On their entry he draws Horatio and the
two officers down-stage, while the curtain is pulled behind
them His hearing of their news is best concentrated as a
front-scene Observe Horatio's delicate aspersions on the
courage of the other two here and both before and after
this occasion (in the first and second Ghost scene) there is
a running series of more 01 less good-natured hostility, sai-
casm and continual contradiction between the scholar and
soldiers Observe the irony by which soldiers had to call m a
scholai to deal with a supernatural fear We tried to give a
touch of this running hostility, but I doubt if it got ovei it
was too dangeious and difficult to stress heavily After
Hamlet's exit the action continues with Laertes and
Ophelia In this scene Ophelia can show a sense of
humour with Laertes and a note of sullenness at *I
shall obey' to Polomus we don't want her too much of a
weakling
The curtain is now half-drawn and lights change for the